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We are increasingly dependent on digital infrastructures and applications. And their security is
critical for the entire European society and economy.
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This is also a direct follow up of the Data strategy adopted by the Commission in February this
year, where the Commission had already stressed the importance of creating European data spaces,
including on health.
Cosa si intende per “firma digitale™?
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Citizens in the EU should be in control of their health data, have trust in transparent and legally
sound data processing and be empowered to share their data on a voluntary basis.
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Therefore we need to set up a cross-country framework. We will kick off the process next year with
a first concrete European use-case.
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By 2025 we want to have an interoperable data access infrastructure in place to facilitate secure
cross-border analysis of health data.”
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To respond to today’s economic challenges, safeguard key European assets and protect collective
security, EU Member States and the Commission need to be working closely together.
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If we want to achieve an open strategic autonomy, having an efficient EU-wide investment
screening cooperation is essential.
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Among others, the Commission will ensure that Member States fully implement relevant EU law

and further strengthen the legal framework, if needed.
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This could happen in particular in the areas not yet covered by the non-discrimination legislation,
such as law enforcement.
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The Commission also calls on Member States to maximise the use of all the tools at their disposal.

in particular the funding available under the next long-term EU budget and the Next Generation EU.
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The Action Plan 1s bringing together actors at all levels to fight racism in Europe more effectively,
including through adoption of national action plans against racism.
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At the same time, the assessment highlights certain shortcomings mainly due to the Code’s self-
regulatory nature.
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“The Code of Practice has shown that online platforms and the advertising sector can do a lot to
counter disinformation when they are put under public scrutiny.
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Europe is best placed to lead the way and propose instruments for more resilient and fair democracy
in an increasingly digital world.”
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By pulling together we can recover more quickly economically, and make progress on areas of
mutual interest such as trade and investment relations.
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However, we also need to address sticking points such as reciprocity in the way our companies are
treated.
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Today, the European Commission is launching a call for expressions of interest for thematic
partnerships to pilot interregional innovation projects that support the response and recovery

following the coronavirus pandemic.
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The aim of the call is to help regions catch the opportunities emerging from the crisis, develop
resilience and build on green and digital transformation for the recovery of the most affected

sectors, such as health and tourism.
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“Based on previous successful similar pilot actions to boost innovation and competitiveness at
regional level. the launch of this call is yet another example of EU capacity and willingness to
support local economies in such difficult time.
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The focus on health, tourism, sustainability and digitalisation is perfectly in line with Commission’s
priorities and the needed response to counterattack the effects of the coronavirus crisis.”
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[ want to set out for you the structure and the main features of the ambitious recovery plan for
Europe that we are working on.
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Second, the partnership on the safety and management of medical waste is linked to the topic of
circular economy in the field of health.
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The EU is supporting the economic recovery in all Member States by injecting almost €2.2 billion
into 140 key transport projects.
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These projects will help build missing transport links across the continent, support sustainable
transport and create jobs.
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A very strong emphasis is on projects reinforcing railways, including cross-border links and
connections to ports and airports.
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Inland waterway transport is boosted through more capacity and better multimodal connections to
the road and rail networks.
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In the maritime sector, priority is given to short-sea-shipping projects based on alternative fuels and
the installation of on-shore power supply for ports to cut emissions from docked ships.
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The type of projects we invest in ranges from inland waterways transport to multimodal
connections, alternative fuels to massive railroad infrastructure.
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The Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) is one of our key instruments in creating a crisis-proof and
resilient transport system — vital now and in the long run.”
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Member States, with the support of the Commission, have agreed on a set of technical
specifications to ensure a safe exchange of information between national contact tracing apps based

on a decentralised architecture.
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Once the technical solution is deployed, such national apps will work seamlessly when users travel
to another EU country which also follows the decentralised ghapproach.
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Contact tracing apps can be useful to limit the spread of coronavirus, especially as part of national

strategies to lift confinement measures.”™
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“Digital technologies are crucial to alert our citizens about infection risks and break transmission
chains as we reopen our societies and economies.
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